
2 2  Jan Dr. M. L. King Jr 

Dexter Avenue at Decatur St 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Dear Mike: 

1956 Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

Sometime ago I wrote to you concerning your coming here for a of services. 
Well we have finally set the date, which I hope you will find it convenient. We 
should like to begin the services on the evening of Palm Sunday, March 25 and 
conclude with a Maundy Thursday Communion service. This arrangement would 
give you ample time to get back home for Easter Sunday. This is a venture for us 
in our attempt to spiritualize the church to a greater degree. This you will under- 
stand when you get here. Some people call such series of services Religious em- 
phasis Week, others call them Revivals. You may take your choice. 

We shall be glad to pay your expenses and give an honorarium commensurate 
with all that’s involved. 

It was quite pleasant to talk with your wife the other day while you were out of 
town. And as I said to her, you people are doing a nice job in the bus situation. It 
is getting nationwide publicity. I hope and pray that every thing it will work out 
satisfactory, because if it can be done there it can be done elsewhere in the south. 
If there i s  anything we can do, don’t hesitate to let us know. We have a good many 
people from Alabama and from conversations with them they are quite interested 
in what’s going on there now. I am sure they will be glad to go further if their 
support is needed. 

If for any reason you will not be able to accept these services let me know at 
once. With kind regards and best wishes to the family, I remain 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Whit 
H. Edward Whitaker 

THLS. DAEKC. 

MIA Press Release, 
The Bus Protest Is Still On 

[zzJunuary 19561 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On Saturday night, 21 January, King received word from Minneapolis reporter Carl T 
Rowan of an Associated Press wire story stating that an a g r e m t  to end the bus 
boycott had been reached between the city commissioners and a “group ofprominent 
Negro ministers.”’ Earlier that day the commissioners had indeed arranged a meeting 
with three ministers not associated with the MIA and apparently persuaded them to 
accept a settlement preserving designated sections for white and black bus riders. King 

I. Quotation from “City Commission States Position on Bus Services,” Montgomery Advertiser, 22 
January 1956. Carl Thomas Rowan (1925-), born in Ravenscroft, Tennessee, earned his B.A. (1947) 
from Oberlin College and his M.A. (1948) from the University of Minnesota. The Minneapolis Tribune 
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and other MIA leaders quickly spread word throughout the black community that the 
three pastors did not represent the M A  and that the boycott was continuing. This is 
Kings handwritten draft of the MIAS response, portions of which were quoted in the 
Montgomery Advertiser on z4January.* 

You have probably received a rt?tpmpnt release from Commissioner Clyde Sellers 
stating that the Montgomery bus protest is nearing an end as a result of a meeting 
with a group of Negro ministers, city bus line officials, and the city Commission. 
If this release gives the impression that [strikeout illegible] an agreement has been 
reached, it is totally erroneous. TI r - e  If there were any ministers in a meet- 
ing with the city Commission on Saturday, I assure you that they do not represent 
even a modicum of the Negro bus riders. {More than 99 percent of the] The 
Negro citizens of Mont have stated their position and it remains the same. The 
bus protest is still on and it will last until our proposals are given sympathetic 
consideration through our appointed leaders. 

The Montgomery Improvement Ass. 
Rev. M. L. King Jr., Pres. 
Rev. U. J. Fields, Secr 
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hired Rowan in 1948 as its first black reporter. Three years later Rowan won the first of many awards 
for a series of eighteen articles entitled “How Far from Slavery?” His first profile of the boycott ap- 
peared as ‘Jim Crow Rides on Buses, So 60,000 Walk” in the Minneapolis Tribune on 22 January 1956. 
In 1961, Rowan became deputy assistant secretary of state for public &airs and was named ambassador 
to Finland in 1963. In 1964 he was appointed head of the United States Information Agency. The 
following year Rowan became the first black syndicated columnist, writing for the Chicago Daily News. 
Rowan discussed his involvement in the Montgomery movement in his memoir, Breaking Ground 
(1991). 

2. Joe Azbell, “Mayor Stops Boycott Talk,” Montgomery Advertiser, 24 January 1956. 

Notes on MIA Executive Board Meeting, 
by Donald T. Ferron 

23 January 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Two days afer the reported settlement of the bus boycott, Kinggives a full  account of 
the weekend S events, including his conversation with one of the pastors who met with 
city officials, to an  MIA executive board meeting. He then shifts to a discussion of the 
boycottSgoals in light of earlier negotiations with city oficials. To avoid a “split 
within the ranks, ”the MIA president refutes several accusations that had appeared in 
a recent Advertiser projle, afer which the board members give him a “unanimous 
rising vote of conjidence. ” I  The following was recorded by Ferron, a member of a team 

23 Jan 
‘956 

I.  See Tom Johnson, “The Rev. King Is Boycott Boss,” Montgomery Advertiser, 19 January 1956. 
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